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INTERVIEWER NAME ______________________    INTERVIEWER NO: 
 
Time Section Started  (24 hour clock) DATE:___dd___mm___yy 
 
We are seeking to interview the parents/guardians of <baby>. The whole interview with the 
parents/guardians and child will take about 110-120 minutes to complete [INTERVIEWER: Adjust 
as appropriate for you in the field]. All the information you and your family provide will be treated 
in the strictest confidence and will not be released in any way which would allow the information you 
provide to be identified with you or your family. If however, we are told something which might 
suggest that a child or other vulnerable person is at risk we may have to act on it. 
 

The Department of Health and Children is funding the study through the Office of the Minister for 
Children (OMC), in association with the Department of Social and Family Affairs and the Central 
Statistics Office. The Department of Education and Science is represented on the Steering Group 
which oversees the Study. A group of researchers led by the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) and The Children's Research Centre at Trinity College Dublin is carrying out the study 
 

A. PARENTING, CHILD’S FUNCTIONING AND RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Time Section Started    (24 hour clock) 
 
 

Now I’d like to ask you some questions about your relationship with <baby>. Attachment Scale 
 

 
A1a.  
 
 
A1b.  
  
 
A1c.  
 
 
A1d.  
 
 
A1e.  
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B. BABY’S DEVELOPMENT 

 

Time Section Started    (24 hour clock) 
    

 

Now I’d like to ask you some questions about <baby’s> habits and routines. 
 
 

B1. [Card B1] Who generally does the following with <baby>? 
 

 Always 
yourself 

Usually 
yourself 

About 
equally by 

you & 
partner 

Usually 
spouse/ 
partner 

Always 
spouse / 
partner 

Some
one 
else 

No one  
does this 

Bathes him / her …………… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Feeds him / her……………… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Shows him / her pictures in books          1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Cuddles him /her …………….…… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Plays with him / her (eg. clapping, rolling 
over, peek-a boo)………….. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Taking him /her for walks, outings, visiting 
relatives or friends etc. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Reading stories to him /her……… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Changing his / her nappy ………… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Getting up in the night to see to him / her 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Sings to him / her………………… 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Gets him / her up in the morning 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Puts him / her to bed 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Dresses him / her in the morning 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Picks up him / her when he /she cries 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

 

B2. How much is <baby’s> sleeping pattern or habits a problem for you?  
 

A large problem A moderate problem A small problem No problem at all      
 

   1 ..................................................................... 2 ............................................ 3 .................................................. 4 
 
 

B3. Do you feel that  <baby’s> crying is a problem for you?    Yes ...... 1 No ........ 2 
 

C. FAMILY CONTEXT 
 

Now I’d like to ask you some general questions about your family as a whole. 
 

C1. [Card C1] Please rate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements in relation 
to how things are for you and your child now. Remember, there are no right and wrong answers, just try and 
be as honest as possible.  
 

 Strongly  Agree  Not  Disagree  Strongly 
 Agree  sure  Disagree 
A. I am happy in my role as a parent ................................. 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
B. There is little or nothing I wouldn't do for 
my child if it was necessary ............................................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
C. Caring for my child sometimes takes  
more time and energy than I have to give ......................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
D. I sometimes worry whether I am doing  
enough for my child ........................................................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
E. I feel close to my child ................................................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
F. I enjoy spending time with my child ............................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
G. My child is an important source of affection for me ...... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
H. Having a child gives me a more certain  
and optimistic view for the future ....................................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
I. The major source of stress in my life is my child ............ 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
J. Having a child leaves little time and flexibility in my life. 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
K. Having a child has been a financial burden .................. 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
L. It is difficult to balance different responsibilities 
because of my child.  ......................................................... 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
M. The behaviour of my child is often embarrassing 
 or stressful to me.  ............................................................ 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
N. If I had it to do over again, I might decide  
not to have child  ................................................................ 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
O. I feel overwhelmed by the responsibility of  
being a parent.  .................................................................. 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
P. Having child has meant having too few choices and  
too little control over my life.  ............................................. 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
Q. I am satisfied as a parent.  ............................................ 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
R. I find my child enjoyable ................................................ 1 ....................... 2 ...................... 3 ....................... 4 ...................... 5 
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