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On a journey towards better informed 
policy and service planning
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In terms of the data some parallels 
between PEI-RI and GUI

PEI Research Initiative Growing Up in Ireland

Objective Independently evaluate PEI 
programmes for Irish children 
and young people

Track development of two nationally 
representative cohorts of Irish children 
and young people

Focus Child and family demographics 
and outcome measures 

Child and family demographics and 
outcome measures 

Fieldwork 2004 – 2018 2006 - present

Location Various, all island Various locations, ROI

Methods RCT, quasi-experimental, 
qualitative

Longitudinal

Data type Statistical and textual 
(transcripts) 

Statistical and textual (transcripts) 

Stand. 
measures 
used

Yes e.g. ASQ; PSS; CES-D; Pianta
scales; SDQ and many more 

Yes e.g. ASQ; PSS; CES-D; Pianta scales; 
SDQ and many more 

Archived 
data

13 quant collections, 
1 qual collection from PFL

’98 cohort Waves 1 – 3 plus qual baseline
’08 cohort Waves 1 – 5 plus qual baseline



Tensions in this evaluation model







The index of measures

• Information on standardised measures

• Includes commonly used measures and one-offs which 
tend to be very specific 

• Practical – what does it take to actually use the 
measure 

• Impartial – this is not an assessment of the measure

• The Irish context – tool must have been used by at least 
one PEI evaluation study to be included.  



Layer 1: Essential information per measure 

NAME OF FIELD

Title

Acronym

Creator

Description

Domain

Permission to use

Respondent

Number of items

Training / qualification required to administer measure 

More information / Access this measure

Example of Irish programmes that use this measure in evaluation

Compare available data from Ireland/Northern Ireland



Layer 2: Detailed information per measure

NAME OF FIELD

Publication date of measure

Coverage: Age range / Unit of measurement

References

Subscale

Related

Versions of measure

Administration 

Validity and reliability

Publisher

Copyright

Identifier



Potential audiences

Two ways in to the 
index: 
1. Tell me more about 

[measure] 
2. Help me find a 

measure for [subject] 

See search engine 
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Thank you

Contact: rgeraghty@effectiveservices.org

Twitter: @RuthoGeraghty

The PEI Research Initiative is funded by 
The Atlantic Philanthropies
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