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The Context – About Growing Up in Ireland
Growing Up in Ireland is the national longitudinal study of children. It is the most significant study of children and
young people ever to have taken place in this country and is helping us to improve our understanding of all aspects of
child and adolescent development.
The study is following the progress of two groups of children. The first is a “Child Cohort” of 8,500 children who were
first interviewed at 9 years of age (also known as Cohort ’98). They were re-interviewed at 13 years, 17/18 years and
again in 2018 when they were 20 years old. The second is an “Infant Cohort” of 11,100 children who were recruited at
9 months of age (also known as Cohort ’08). They (and their main caregivers) were initially interviewed at 9 months,
and again at 3 years and 5 years. Their main caregiver was interviewed on a postal basis when the child was 7/8 years
old and this was followed by an intensive face-to- face interview when the Study Child was 9 years old in 2017.
The main aim of the study is to paint a full picture of children and youth in Ireland and how they are developing in
the current social, economic and cultural environment. This information is being used to assist in policy formation
and in the provision of services, with a view to ensuring that all children living in Ireland have the best possible start
in life.
Growing Up in Ireland is funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, with a contribution from The
Atlantic Philanthropies [1].in Phase 2. The study is managed and overseen by the Department of Children and Youth
Affairs in association with the Central Statistics Office. It is carried out by a consortium of researchers led by the
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin.

Conference Aims
This is Growing Up in Ireland’s eleventh annual research conference and has been organised by the joint ESRI/TCD Study
Team. Dr Katherine Zappone, T.D., Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, will launch the latest Key Findings from Cohort
’98 (age 20 years) at the conference. This year’s conference will also include a session dedicated to the GUI time-use
diary data, featuring a practical overview and two research papers using these rich datafiles. The conference will provide
a platform for discussion on a broad range of research from both cohorts.

Keynote Speaker
Professor Ross Macmillan is a sociologist and demographer who has authored almost fifty articles, chapters, books, and
reviews and is among the most cited sociologists of his generation. He is a graduate of the University of Toronto, Queen’s
University Canada, and the University of Winnipeg and he is currently the Chair in Sociology at the University of Limerick.
He previously worked as a faculty member at Queen’s University Canada, University of Minnesota – Twin Cities and
Bocconi University in Milan.
His research has focused on crime and victimization, child development and the life course, family relationships, and
social epidemiology. His current research focuses on the empowerment/ marginality of historically disadvantaged
groups and impacts upon population health. He also aims to widely disseminate the results of research beyond
academia: he lectures extensively internationally and has been a consultant or scientific advisor to organisations in
Canada, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, South Korea, the UK, and the United States.

[1] About The Atlantic Philanthropies: The Atlantic Philanthropies are dedicated to bringing about lasting changes in the lives of
disadvantaged and vulnerable people. Atlantic is a limited life foundation that completed grant making in 2016. To learn more,
please visit:www.atlanticphilanthropies.org.

