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THE CONTEXT – ABOUT GROWING UP IN IRELAND
Growing Up in Ireland is the national longitudinal study of children. It is the most significant study of children and
young people ever to have taken place in this country and is helping us to improve our understanding of all aspects
of child and adolescent development.
The study is following the progress of two groups of children. The first is a “Child Cohort” of 8,500 children who
were first interviewed at 9 years of age (also known as Cohort ’98). They were re-interviewed at 13 and 17/18
years, and are currently being re-interviewed now that they are age 20. The second is an “Infant Cohort” of 11,100
children who were recruited at 9 months of age (also known as Cohort ’08). They (and their main caregivers) were
initially interviewed at 9 months, and again at 3 years and 5 years. Their main caregiver was interviewed on a
postal basis when the child was 7/8 years old and this was followed by an intensive face-to- face interview when
the Study Child was 9 years old in 2017.
The main aim of the study is to paint a full picture of children and youth in Ireland and how they are developing
in the current social, economic and cultural environment. This information is being used to assist in policy
formation and in the provision of services, with a view to ensuring that all children living in Ireland have the best
possible start in life.
Growing Up in Ireland is funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, with a contribution from The
Atlantic Philanthropies [1].in Phase 2. The study is managed and overseen by the Department of Children and
Youth Affairs in association with the Central Statistics Office. It is carried out by a consortium of researchers led
by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin.

CONFERENCE AIMS
This is Growing Up in Ireland’s tenth annual research conference and has been organised by the joint ESRI/TCD
Study Team. Dr Katherine Zappone, T.D., Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, will launch the latest Key Findings
from Cohort ’08 (age 9 years) at the conference. This year’s conference will also include a dedicated policy-oriented
panel discussion on the application of Growing Up in Ireland data to Irish policy. With over 20 other papers being
presented, the conference will provide a platform for discussion on a broad range of research from both cohorts.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Professor Ingrid Schoon is Professor of Human Development and Social Policy at the institute of Education,
University College London and Research Professor at the Social Science Centre (Wissenschaftszentrum) Berlin. Her
research activity focuses on the study of risk and resilience, particularly during the transition to adulthood, and in
relation to social and gender equalities in achievement, health and well-being. Professor Schoon has wide
experience in the use and direction of longitudinal cohort studies, and is currently President of the Society for
Longitudinal and Lifecourse Studies (SLLS). She has published widely, including a monograph on 'Risk and Resilience'
(2006), co-edited books on 'Transitions from School to Work: Globalisation, Individualisation, and Patterns of
Diversity' (2009) with Rainer K. Silbereisen, 'Gender differences in aspirations and attainment: A longitudinal
perspective' (2014) with Jacquelynne Eccles, and 'Young People’s Development and the Great Recession: Uncertain
Transitions and Precarious Futures' (2017) with John Bynner - all published by Cambridge University Press, and a
book on 'Pathways to Adulthood' with Rainer Silbereisen with UCL IoE Press.

[1] About The Atlantic Philanthropies: The Atlantic Philanthropies are dedicated to bringing about lasting changes in the
lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people. Atlantic is a limited life foundation that will complete grant making in 2016.
To learn more, please visit:www.atlanticphilanthropies.org.

